
I am (only mine)
(2023)

TTBB div. voices, cello, piano

Duration: 6 minutes

Cole Reyes
(ASCAP)



Commissioned by Dr. Thea Kano and the GayMen’s Chorus of Washington, D.C. for
their ‘Portraits’ project.

______

I am (only mine)

I ammy self
I am only my self
My most imperfectly fractured self

Splitting moments to hours to lifetimes
I am but myself

Refracted reflections of what makes me whole
I am
Only me
I can only be me

Mirrored, magnified singularities overwhelmmy perception that
I am
Beautifully mine
Wonderfully divine.

Cole Reyes
_____



Instructions:

Chorus:
In measure 8 (and analogous places), slowly morph mouth shape from ‘mm’ to ah’.

In measure 23, morph the open vowel of ‘am’ to the closed phoneme ‘mm’.

In measure 67, individual voices should repeat ‘me’ ad lib. not in tandem with the
voices around them. The result should be a shimmery, amorphous texture. Each voice
should sing ‘me’ no more than twice per bar. This texture lasts until beat 4 of measure
69.

In measure 83, the lower three parts should all independently sing the syllables of
‘singularities’ not in conjunction with the voices around them and then hold the last
syllable by the beginning of measure 84.

In measure 88, each voice should rearticulate an ‘nn’ phoneme, placing a shadow vowel
between each articulation.

Cello:
Harmonics are indicated in two ways, one with a small circle above the note (indicating
the sounding pitch), and one with a diamond notehead, indicating the fingered pitch.
For example, in measure one, there is effectively a trill between the open string A and
the harmonic two octaves above it.

In measure 22, there is an oscillation between the open strings D and A and the
harmonics two octaves above them.

Measure 33 indicates an artificial harmonic, sounding two octaves higher than the
fundamental.

Measure 33 indicates an unmeasured ricochet over beat two. Let the bow bounce as
many times as it can during the beat.
In measure 88, there is a double stop, natural harmonic on the D and A string. The
resulting pitches should be an octave higher than written.



ProgramNote:

‘I am (only mine)’ is a reflection on the personal journey to becoming accepting of one’s own

identity. Throughout life, we are often told who we are expected to be. Though this sentiment

is often meant to drive us forward, it ends up creating an artificial box which hinders us from

showing our truest colors. Each of us are far from perfect, but these cracks which emanate

from us end up fueling our journeys into self-realization and acceptance. Only then, can we

thrive.

__________________________________________________________________
Copyright 2023 Cole Reyes Music

All rights reserved.
colereyesmusic.com
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makes me whole

mf pp47

makes me whole

mf pp

makes me whole

mf pp

makes me whole

mf pp

I

mf p

p mf p

ø ø ø

I

50

I am

I am

am I

ø ø

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

&
‹

∑

&
‹

∑

? ∑

?

?

&
5

6

5
6
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œ
œ

?
&

3

œ œ œ#

&
‹

∑

&
‹

?

?

?
0
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œ
œ œ#

œ ™ œ œ œ#
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œ

œ
œ œ œ œ# œ
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œb œb œ œ w

˙b ˙ ww
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w
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#
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œ
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œ
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p
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I
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p

I

f

am
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I
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ø ø ø

I am on ly- - me, on ly- me

f

I

p

can on ly-

55
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p

I am on - ly me

f

I

p

can on ly-
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p
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f

I

p

can on ly-

I am on ly- - me on ly- me
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I
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p f p
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24 44

24 44

24 44

24 44

&
‹

&
‹

3

?
3

?

?
pizz. arco pizz. arco >

>

&
>

>

6

7

œb œb œn œn œn ™
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œ
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˙
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J

œ
J
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wb Œ œ œb œ ˙ ˙b wb
œ œ œ œ Ó
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Œ

œb œ œ ˙ ˙b wb
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Œ
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J
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J
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Œ

wb ˙ œ œb
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I can on ly- be me
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‹

*rearticulate	'me'	aleatorically,	not	more	than	twice	per	bar,	per	performer

&
‹

∑

*rearticulate	'me'	aleatorically,	not	more	than	twice	per	bar,	per	performer

? ∑ ∑

*rearticulate	'me'	aleatorically,	not	more	than	twice	per	bar,	per	performer

? ∑ ∑

*rearticulate	'me'	aleatorically,	not	more	than	twice	per	bar,	per	performer
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œ œb œ

œ

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ?
&œb œb œ

œ œ œb
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Œ œ œ Ó Œ

w ˙™ Œ
œ œ

Ó Œ

œ 
œb œœ œ œ ™ œb

j œ
j

œ œ
j œb

j
œ œ œ œœbb œœ œœ œœ
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*Singularities
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. . . (ties) Oh .. .whelm

*Singularities
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. . . (ties) Oh .. .whelm

*Singularities
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. . . (ties) Oh .. .whelm

ø ø

cep tion- - - n..n..n.. .

87

cep tion- - - n..n..n.. .

cep tion- - - n..n..n.. .

cep tion- - - n..n..n.. .

p f p

ø

&
‹

*everyone	sings	'singularities' 	
at	individual	tempo	throughout	the
bar,	everyone	holds	last	syllable	by	next
measure

3

&
‹

- -

?
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œ#
œ# œ œ#
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œ# œ# œ# œ# œ#

&
‹
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&
‹
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?

*close	to	'nn' ;
aleatorically	rearticulate	n	sound

?

*close	to	'nn' ;
aleatorically	rearticulate	n	sound
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I
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œ ™
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p
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p
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Won

pp	sotto	voce

der- f' lly- di - vine.

f102

Won

pp	sotto	voce

der- f' lly- di - vine.

f

Won der- f' lly- di - vine.

f

Won der- f' lly- di - vine.
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ø ø

44 34 44

44 34 44

44 34 44

44 34 44

44 34 44

44 34 44

44 34 44

&
‹

3

&
‹

3

? 3

? 3

?

o
pizz.

&

sul	D
arco

sul	Ao o sul	Ao o o o

&

“: ;

3 6

6

œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ www
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œ ™
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